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Consumption Rationalization : A Social Study of Rural

Women in Menoufia Governorate
F.A. Salama, F.A. Mohamed, N.A. Hassan, KH.A. Ali, E.M. Osman
Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology, Menoufia University-
Faculty of Agriculture

ABSTRACT:

This study aimed basically at understanding the behavior of rural
women regarding the consumption rationalization of the basic
resources: gas, electricity, drinking water, food and clothing, This
main objective was achieved theoretically and empirically through the
following sub-objectives:

Identifying components of rural women behavior related to
consumption rationalization : a) Knowledge level of the impact of
rationalization practices , b) Attitudes toward rationalization practices,
¢) Practices of consumption rationalization .
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2- Determining the correlates associated with the behavior of rural
women regarding consumption rationalization .

The study was carried out in four villages in Menoufia
governorate, the first village was Zanara of Tala district, the second
village was Kafr El Sheikh lbrahim of Qweisna district, the third
village was Manshat Bakhati of Shebin El Koum district, and the last
village was Al-Akhmas of Sadat district . The sample was randomly
selected from the families In Menoufia governorate, where the sample
size was 400 women, as 100 respondents from each village . the data
were analyzed descriptively and analytically by using frequencies,
percentages, range, Vvariance, reliability estimate, simple
correlation, step-wise multiple regression, analysis of one-way
Anova, F test.

The study findings can be summarized as follows :

(@) consumption rationalization behavior for (Gas, electricity, Water,
food) was medium as a lot of respondents while Behavior of
rationalizing clothing consumption was high (%57,2) as a lot of
respondents (b) There were 10 independent variables explained Gas
consumption rationalization behavior , 8 independent variables
explained Behavior of rationalization of electricity consumption, 8
independent variables explained Water conservation behavior, 9
independent variables explained Behavior of rationalizing food
consumption, 7 independent variables explained Behavior of
rationalizing clothing consumption. (c) Level of education was the
most variable correlated with and effected on consumption
rationalization in general .

Key words :Consumption Rationalization- consumption rationalization
of gas-consumption rationalization of electricity-consumption
rationalization of water-consumption rationalization of food-
consumption rationalization of clothes .
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