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Measuring the competitiveness of Egyptian dates exports in
the most important international markets
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Senior Researcher Researcher
Agricultural Economics Research Institute
Abstract:

The research aimed to identify the nature of the external market
for dates and measuring the competitiveness of Egyptian dates and the
possibility of developing date exports to maximize the return of
exports of this sector. The results indicated that the average quantity
of date exports amounted to 13.13 thousand tons, which represents
about 0.61% of the average domestic production estimated at 1.3
million tons, which indicates the small quantity of exports and the
largest proportion of production consumed locally, while the average
export price per ton About 1133.2 dollars / ton at an annual growth
rate of about 11%. The average value of date exports was about 17.02
million dollars with an annual growth rate of 28.4%. The export
indices were characterized by relative instability during the period of
study. The average instability coefficient was about 32.9%, 11%, and
43.1% for export volume, export price, and export value respectively.

The average annual export volume of international dates reached
1.3 million tons, 12 countries accounted for 91% of them, and the top
five export countries are UAE, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
with a relative importance of 21.8% , 15.1%, 14.3%, 11.9% and 9.5%
respectively, while Egypt came in ninth place with about 1.62% of
world exports.

The market penetration index for Egyptian dates reached a
maximum of 39.43% in Vietnam Market, followed by the markets of
Argentina, Cyprus, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, South Africa,
Singapore and Korea, where it reached 34.8%, 21.30%, 20.91%, 20.03
16.41%, 16.09%, 14.39% and 12.85% respectively. This indicates the
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ease of entry of Egyptian dates to those markets where they have been
accepted by these markets.

Egyptian dates have a high comparative price advantage in the
markets of Thailand, Malaysia, Argentina, Cyprus and Lebanon with a
competitive price index of about 18%, 39%, 40%, 44% and 48%
respectively, Competition in these markets (Tunisia, Iran and Israel).
And that the group of countries where the Egyptian dates do not enjoy
a competitive price advantage that includes Sudan, Sri Lanka, India,
Germany and the UAE with a competitive price index of about
100.8%, 103.7%, 107.9%, 159.3% and 253.1% respectively,
Competition in these markets (Irag, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran).

It turned out that dates exports achieved full efficiency in the
number of five markets are Morocco, Indonesia, Thailand, Argentina,
Vietnam, Efficiency levels are low In the markets of Korea, Cyprus,
Malaysia, South Africa, Sudan and Singapore, about 83%, 72%, 67%,
65%, 62% and 51% respectively, There is no efficiency in India,
Russia, While India is ranked as the largest importer of dates in the
world. The estimated amount of exports targeted About 96.2 thousand
tons, an increase of about 372% of the volume of actual exports, It
means the possibility of doubling exports of Egyptian dates by about
four times the current exports under current competitive indicators.

The study recommends changing the Types structure of
Egyptian dates, expanding the cultivation of the required Types in the
world market, especially the high-priced European market reviewing
the export of dates as a primary product, Expansion in manufacturing
to maximize exports return.
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