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THE BRICS AGREEMENT AND ITS IMPACT ON THE
VOLUME OF EGYPTIAN AGRICULTURAL TRADE

Ashraf M. Aldalee, Mohamed A. Al HAfeez, Amr S. Elshafey, Reda E. Morsi

Agricultural Research Center, Agricultural Economics Research Institute

Summary:

Egypt's accession to the BRICS bloc is an important step to
increase the volume of trade exchange between the group, whose trade
represents about 29% of the global trade volume. This requires
identifying the size of the trade exchange between Egypt and the
acceding countries, and Egypt's ability to increase the volume of its
exports to it and cover the needs of the markets of those countries, as
well as the extent to which it is possible to cover Egyptian imports of
strategic goods with the BRICS countries. The research reached a set
of results, the most important of which are the following:

1- The amount of Egyptian agricultural exports to the BRICS group
and the new acceding countries amounted to about 2927.33 thousand
tons with a value of about 2163.29 million dollars, and the amount of
Egyptian agricultural imports to the BRICS group and the new
acceding countries amounted to about 3775.11 thousand tons with a
value of about 5223.40 million dollars, while the deficit in the trade
balance of the acceding countries reached 29.81, and it is clear that the
State of South Africa, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Ethiopia achieves a
surplus in the agricultural balance of 11.66, 695, 166.1. , $5.31 million
each, respectively.

2- Meeting the requirements of BRICS imports requires the expansion
of Egypt's exports of vegetables by increasing the cultivated area of
vegetables in the green-producing governorates by about 293 thousand
feddans to cover the imports of the BRICS group, where potato
exports to the BRICS group amounted to 512 thousand tons,
representing about 7.1% of the total domestic production, and the
BRICS imports of potatoes are about 762 thousand tons. To cover
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BRICS imports, it is necessary to increase the cultivated area by
19,000 acres, while sweet potato exports amounted to 56.2 thousand
tons exported to the BRICS group, representing about 11.1% of the
total domestic production, and BRICS imports of sweet potatoes
amounted to about 33.8 thousand tons. It is necessary to cover BRICS
imports of sweet potatoes. To increase the production of sweet
potatoes by 34 thousand tons by increasing the cultivated area by 2.3
thousand acres in stages within about 3 years.

3- Fulfilling the requirements of BRICS imports requires the
expansion of Egypt's exports of vegetables by increasing the cultivated
area of vegetables in the fruit-producing governorates by about 724
thousand feddans to cover the needs of the BRICS countries, where
citrus exports amounted to 559.4 thousand tons that were exported to
the BRICS group representing about 17.7% of the total domestic
production, To cover BRICS imports of citrus, it would require an
increase in the area planted by 102,000. While strawberry exports
amounted to 88.1 thousand tons were exported to the BRICS group
representing about 12.8% of the total domestic production, and the
expansion of strawberry cultivation requires to raise production by 90
thousand tons by increasing the cultivated area by 5 thousand feddans.
Domestic production reached 1381 thousand tons with a self-
sufficiency rate of 101%. While the exports of watermelons and
melons amounted to 14.1 thousand tons, of which 6.6 thousand tons
were exported to the BRICS group representing about 0.5% of the
total domestic production, and it is necessary to cover the BRICS
imports of watermelons and melons to increase the cultivated area by
5.5 thousand feddans, and this proposal can be achieved to cover the
BRICS group.

Keywords: BRICS, Egyptian Agricultural Trade, Agricultural
Balance, Exports, Imports.
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